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Can Do Checklists 

Directions: This set of Can Do Checklists is not meant to be a comprehensive resource, but simply 
a format to get you started. Edit as needed to fit your grade level expectations. Students can 
complete the checklist independently, or you can administer the checklist based on your 
classroom observations.  

Primary Student Can Do Checklist (Kindergarten – 2nd Grade) 

 

I can… YES or NO 

Draw and label pictures to tell a story.  

Write words based on the sounds I hear when I say the word.  

Copy words that my teacher writes or that I see in print.  

Begin sentences with a capital letter.  

Begin names and other proper nouns with a capital letter.  

Use a punctuation mark at the end of each sentence I write.  

Write stories or collections of sentences beginning with transition 
sequence words such as first, next, last.  

 

Elaborate on main ideas by writing details.  

Write stories with details about the character and events.  

Write detailed how to pieces that describe sequential steps.  

Write simple passages comparing and contrasting two things or ideas.  
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Intermediate Student Can Do Checklist (3rd – 5th Grade) 

Directions: Indicate your level of comfort with the writing tasks listed below by checking the 
appropriate column.  

I can… YES or NO 

Use proper punctuation and capitalization most of the time.   

Label charts and graphs.  

List pros and cons of an issue.  

Write past tense narratives.  

Write persuasive pieces using several details or reasons.   

Summarize important facts and details read.  

Support a main idea in writing with specific details.  

Respond to how and why questions in writing.  

Present factual information from a variety of sources.   

Write sentences using a variety of structures.  

Vary the beginnings of my sentences.  

Choose an appropriate organizational structure when writing.  

  

 

Secondary Student Can Do Checklist (6th – 12th Grade) 

Directions: Indicate your level of comfort with the writing tasks listed below by checking the 
appropriate column.  

I can… YES or NO 
Use proper punctuation, grammar and capitalization when writing.   

Refer to resources as needed to help improve my writing.  

Use a graphic organizer or outline to organize and plan my writing.  

Conference with a peer or a teacher to discuss ways to improve my writing.  

Write content based factual reports from multiple sources of information.  

Write detailed procedural pieces using a variety of transition words.  

Compare and contrast themes, events, and characters in writing.  

Describe relationships between ideas.  

Create graphs and charts in my informational writing.  

Close my writing with appropriate concluding statements.  

Justify or defend ideas with concrete details and opinions.  

  
 


